LADY  MACBETH
these prolonged discussions was to produce a state of eager expectancy In the minds of playgoers almost without parallel in the annals of the modern English stage. The first-night audience received the production from start to finish with absolute enthusiasm. The new Lady Macbeth was called and re-called time after time, and a speech was exacted from Mr. Irving in which he said : " Our dear friend Ellen Terry, in appearing as Lady Macbeth for the first time before a metropolitan audience, has undertaken, as you may suppose, a desperate task, but I think no true lover of art could have witnessed it without being deeply interested, and without a desire to witness it again." Needless to say that if much had been written about the new impersonation before it had been seen, a great deal more was written about it afterwards. As Ellen Terry's Lady Macbeth is inseparable from In/ing's Macbeth, I shall quote at length the criticism in " The Daily Chronicle," in which both inter-
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